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FLOATING THROUGH THE 
COPPER RIVER WATERSHED
Community Canoe outings hosted in Mentasta Lake and Slana 

BY SHAE BOWMAN, OPERATIONS MANAGER

As I a floated in a canoe on the Slana River, I 
reflected on how amazing it was that I was three 
hundred or so miles from my home of Cordova, but 
I was still in the same watershed! Even though there 
is no ocean, the trees are a different species, and I 
don’t recognize the fungi in the forest, there is still 
one thing that I know and recognize . . . the salmon, 
and this thought makes me feel at home. Salmon 
that were at the mouth of the Copper River this 
spring could be the same salmon that are swimming 
in the river I am floating on right now. 

This summer, we hosted two days of recreational 
canoeing and watershed-themed activities at 
Mentasta Lake and the Slana River.

In Mentasta, approximately 40 youth and elders 
attended the community canoe day. The day began 
by getting everyone out in a canoe to explore 
Mentasta Lake from the surface. After a delicious 
BBQ lunch, the youth were invited to don chest 
waders, become citizen scientists, and investigate 
what was living beneath the surface of the water. 
The citizen scientists were excited to discover a few 
longnose suckers in the minnow traps that were set 
the night before. They also recorded data about the 
stream including temperature, pH, width and depth 

of the stream, and streambed composition. We all 
enjoyed observing the exciting number of salmon 
spawning in Fish Creek, a reminder of the intact 
watershed we live in that allowed those salmon to 
travel from the Gulf of Alaska all the way to their 
place of hatching. 

The following day, residents of Slana and the 
surrounding communities met to float the Slana 
River. As we prepared to launch the canoes, Ahtna 
Elder Wilson Justin told stories about how the 
Copper River and its tributaries connected the 
communities of the Ahtna ancestors. The fastest 
way to send a message to another community 
was through people traveling on the river. Jack 
Gustafson, a longtime Slana resident, reflected that 
he knows his region of the watershed very well, 
however many communities are very isolated and he 
rarely connects with them personally, “but we are 
all connected by the Copper River and it is all about 
maintaining that connection.” One way to maintain 
that connection is to ensure that the Copper River 
watershed thrives as an intact watershed for many 
generations to come. 

Along the way, we stopped for a picnic lunch. While 
eating a delicious lunch purchased from the grocery 
store, I was reminded of what Elder Wilson Justin 
said about the Copper River and the surrounding 
land serving as the only “shopping center” for the 
Ahtna ancestors. The salmon from the Copper River 
are an important food source for people and they 
also provide food and nourishment ... continue next page 

CRWP MISSION
The CRWP promotes a salmon-rich, intact watershed and culturally diverse communities by forming 
partnerships for watershed-scale planning and projects.
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for all the other plants, animals, and fungi that live 
in the surrounding land. Today residents of the 
Copper River watershed maintain their connection 
to the land and to the generations that preceded 
them by harvesting and preparing the food that the 
watershed provides. 

Both canoe days were full of fun and adventure getting 
to know and love the Copper River watershed a little 
more. CRWP would like to thank WISE, Mentasta Tribal 
Council, Bureau of Land Management Glennallen Field 
Office, Huck Hobbit’s Homestead and everyone who 
joined us for making these days so enjoyable.

 ... continued

Dear friends, 

When I walk the dogs in the morning now, I wear a 
headlamp. Our never-ending Alaskan summer days 
are behind us, and thoughts on dark fall and winter 
mornings easily run to images of a trip to Hawaii (a 5 
hour plane flight from Alaska, about the same as it takes 
us to get anywhere east of Seattle). 

Hawaii comes to mind for other reasons too. Here 
in Alaska, we’re facing the greatest challenge of our 
time, climate change. Permafrost is thawing, pack ice 
isn’t forming, and glaciers are retreating. What does 
this mean for salmon, which support our subsistence, 
sport-fishing, and commercial fishing economies in the 
Copper River watershed? What does it mean for wildlife 
such as moose and caribou on which many households 
depend for food?

Wait, how does this come back to Hawaii? What it 
really comes back to is “history begins with geography.” 
I didn’t hear this phrase until I was in college, but it 
became the dominant framework for me as soon as 
I absorbed it. For traditional Hawaiians, geography 
governed how they managed their lands, following a 
system of land division by chiefs into wedge-shaped 
sections – ahupua’a -- that ran from mountain ridgelines 
to salt water: “[F]ollowing the natural boundaries of the 
watershed. . . [e]ach ahupua’a contained the resources 
the human community needed, from fish and salt, to 
fertile land for farming taro or sweet potato, to koa and 
other trees growing in upslope areas. Villagers from the 
coast traded fish for other foods or for wood to build 
canoes and houses” (hawaiianhistory.org). 

For us here in the Copper River drainage, we have an 
ahupua’a of sorts:  the Copper River watershed is an 
intact corridor for fish and wildlife, and the communities 
that make use of those resources, extending from 
16,000’ peaks to tidewater. As our Copper River 
Stewardship high school students experience on their 
watershed exploration trips, the river travels from a 
dry, interior basin, cuts a canyon through the Chugach 
Mountains, and drains out to the Gulf of Alaska on the 
edge of a dripping coastal rainforest.

The Copper River’s integrity, its wholeness as a 
connected watershed system, is what will help it adapt 
to climate change. We are dedicated to ensuring that 
fish and wildlife can continue to be able to move up and 
down stream as they adapt.

Aloha from the Copper River watershed,

Kristin Carpenter

LETTER FROM

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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with muir’s words as inspiration, CRWP expanded its field-based 
explorations to two additional schools in the Copper River watershed, 
Mentasta Lake and Slana, with the goal of getting more youth from the region 
literally immersed in their learning. We believe that by stepping into chest 
waders and wading into local streams, students become inspired learners, 
more connected to place, and that these positive experiences outside the 
classroom can have life-long impacts for students.

While it’s too soon to track longer term outcomes from our recent field trip 
participants, feedback from Liz Fabian, a Mentasta Lake teacher, speaks to 
the value of these sorts of field-based programs for students: “I could see how 
engaged the kids were when measuring with a purpose and digging through 
the sediment to find bugs.”

Ms. Fabian also explained how the positive impact of field-based 
programming extends beyond the obvious and direct science lessons: 

“. . . throughout the year, we will be able to connect many concepts to the 
experience. For example, we were reading about caves and came across a 
word with the prefix micro-, so I reminded them about micro vs. macro when 
we were looking for macro-invertebrates.” 

Field trips can provide context for vocabulary, patterns, relationships, 
analysis, interpretation, calculation and many other classroom lessons. 
Partners like CRWP are crucial to helping make these sorts of field-based 
experiences happen. Ms. Fabian added, “the field trip was excellent because 
your organization was able to provide all the equipment and gear needed for 
students to get out in the field. We have a very limited amount of scientific 
equipment and honestly for me to find the time to research and organize 
the lessons we did out in the field, it never would have happened.” Wrangell 
Institute for Science and Environment (WISE), another frequent outdoor 
education partner, also provided staff to help lead these outings.

CRWP intends to visit these schools again in May to continue outdoor 
explorations with students. Our hope is that by continuing to take the youth 
of the watershed into nature, they will continue to receive far more than the 
direct lessons that we teach them. We hope they will be awed, inspired, and 
form deep connections with the watershed that sustains them and connects 
us, upriver and down. 

CLASSROOM CURRENTS
 STUDENTS FROM THE WATERSHED, IMMERSED

 “In every walk with Nature one receives 
  far more than he seeks.”-JOHN MUIR

When students were asked what they liked 
about the field trip, they referenced educational 
components like “catching the different kind of 
bugs, especially seeing the leeches” and “testing 
the dissolved oxygen.”

Students loved walking in the shoes of scientists 
. . .  literally, as one student said, the best part of 
the field trip was “putting on waders and walking 
in the water.”

Thanks to the generous support 
of the BLM/Glennallen Field Office and the 
Copper Valley Electric Association Community 
Foundation that allowed for these new programs. 
Additional watershed education patrons include 
Alyeska Pipeline Service Company, Copper 
River Seafoods, Cordova Telephone Cooperative, 
Cordova Wireless Communications, Currant 
Ridge Cabins, Trident Seafoods, Wilson 
Construction, and individual contributors.
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giving

from the 
WATERSHED

With the holidays not far around the corner, we thought we’d share some ideas for 
holiday gift giving from businesses that support the Copper River Watershed Project!  

DRIFTERS FISH is the husband 
and wife team Nelly and Michael 
Hand. The Hands have been fishing 
together for four years, and started 
their own “community supported 
fishery” business to be able to supply 
high quality, sustainably caught 
salmon directly to consumers. They 
give back 1% of their annual sales to 
support the CRWP’s salmon habitat 
and watershed education programs 
because “Protecting and advocating 
for the wild Watershed where our fish 
return is important to us.” 

driftersfish.com

ALASKA GLACIAL MUD is a 
Cordova-born business offering pure 
glacier-derived natural and organic 
spa therapy products for face and 
body, including purifying mineral mud 
masks and exfoliating mud soap bars 
using Alaska glacier mineral mud. Visit 
alaskaglacialmud.com for product 
bundles and gift sets. Alaska Glacial 
Mud Co. shares 10% of its annual 
proceeds with local organizations that 
work for maintaining wild salmon 
habitat, including the CRWP, and often 
donates mud products for prizes and 
silent auctions at our community events.

COPPER RIVER SEAFOODS 
is today the largest Alaska-owned 
seafood processor in the state of 
Alaska. Copper River Seafoods 
supports the CRWP by donating 
salmon to our community events, 
contributing directly to our 
watershed education programs, 
and sharing 8% of proceeds from 
seafoods sales directed to CRS by  
the following link on our website: 
copperriver.org > about us > buy fish

CB-CWMA ANNUAL 
Weed Smackdown 
BY CHANTEL ADELFIO, Invasive Plants Program Manager

Partners of the Copper Basin Cooperative Weed Management Area  
(CB-CWMA) have been joining forces to control invasive plants in the basin 
since 2011. Our main target is the invasive biennial, white sweetclover. White 
sweetclover has the potential to invade gravel bars and stream banks of 
large glacial rivers. Once this invasive has become established it can change 
sedimentation rates of rivers, leading to shifts in stream habitats and flow. The 
Copper River Watershed Project works with partners and the CB-CWMA to 
monitor and treat white sweetclover. Our goal is to prevent the establishment 
of white sweetclover on the Copper River and decrease the spread of this 
invasive plant in the Copper Basin. 

In efforts to prevent the establishment and dispersal of white sweetclover in 
Copper Basin rivers, the CB-CWMA held its fifth Annual Weed Smackdown 
near the Gakona River. A total of 18 volunteers pulled 1,839 pounds of white 
sweetclover from the Gakona River bridge crossing! The CB-CWMA is 
thankful for all the volunteers that make large treatment efforts possible!

BEFORE

AFTER
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Source: UNEP report Policy Implications of Warming Permafrost

native alaskans have witnessed climate change effects 
for decades. They talk about it through their seasonal 
observations, and memories. Wilson Justin, an Ahtna 
Native from Nabesna and Chistochina, remembers the 
summer he was six, in the early 50s, at his family’s cabins 
in Nabesna: “I could not see downriver because of the 
trees and the creaking alders, but I could see upriver and 
it was a child’s forever right from the front of the cabin to 
the top of the sparkling glacier. It was there, it was always 
there” (Alaska Park Science, June, 2014). 

But later, just after high school in 1968:  “The first time I 
could look up the river again . . . I could see a lot of brush 
and new growth along the airfield. I could also see clearly 
the glacier was crumbling, and with it all of the sounds 
of youth and freedom. The why of being left behind was 
never answered and never spoken. No one said anything 
about the glacier eating itself up finally to seep into the 
rocks under its once mighty wings.”

The average temperature in Alaska has increased about 
3˚F over the past 60 years and is projected to increase an 
additional 2 - 4˚F by mid-century (U.S. Global Change 
Research Program, 2014). Increasing temperatures are 
predicted to increase stream and lake temperatures 
dramatically, lengthen growing seasons, shorten the 
duration of ice cover, and increase melting permafrost. 
Although it’s hidden, the shrinking permafrost, which 
covers roughly 80% of Alaska, is having very visible effects.

Permafrost is earth that is not covered with ice, but 
contains a mixture of soil, rocks, and organic matter 
that has remained frozen for at least two years. The 
“active” layer of soil above permafrost undergoes 
seasonal freezing and thawing. Due to climate change, 
and the associated higher than average temperatures, 
active layers across the northern hemisphere have been 
expanding in depth. Ranging from a few centimeters to 
a few meters, the active layer thickness influences plant 
rooting depth, water movement, and the quantity of 
organic matter exposed to above-freezing temperatures.

When permafrost thaws, the active layer grows deeper 
and more organic matter becomes available to 
microbes as food. This decomposition of the previously 
frozen organic matter releases carbon dioxide into 

PERMAFROST ACROSS 
ALASKA:  THE HIDDEN LAYER 
AND ITS VISIBLE CHANGES 
BY CHANTEL ADELFIO, Invasive Plants Program Manager

CB-CWMA ANNUAL 
Weed Smackdown 
BY CHANTEL ADELFIO, Invasive Plants Program Manager

the atmosphere. Researchers estimate that the world’s 
permafrost may contain three times the amount of 
carbon that is presently in the entire atmosphere. Melting 
permafrost will thus be a major source of greenhouse gases 
over the next century. This means that as temperatures 
continue to warm (largely due to the increase of 
greenhouse gases from burning fossil fuels) permafrost 
will continue to thaw, releasing large quantities of carbon 
into the atmosphere, accelerating changes to the climate. 

What changes have Alaskans noticed? As permafrost 
thaws, cavernous pits form where water that was 
previously frozen drains from the soil. This leads to 
changes in water table and lake levels, collapsing roads 
and buildings, and increased maintenance costs as water 
and sewer pipes shift. Permafrost degradation can also 
affect people that live off the grid. Areas that previously 
supported ice cellars (a natural freezer dug directly into 
permafrost) have started to thaw and no longer provide 
proper food storage. Operators of the Trans-Alaska 
Pipeline System (TAPS) are looking at ways to reinforce 
footings under the pipeline’s vertical support members, 
which have rested on permafrost for decades.

As long as temperatures continue to rise, the active layer 
will continue to increase in depth. It is important to 
begin a community dialog, record observations, and seek 
input on possible adaptations. 

Learn more at: https://seagrant.uaf.edu/map/climate/.
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TREE SWALLOWS:  WINDOWS INTO 
CHANGING ENVIRONMENTS
Why do some tree swallows, and 
other birds, make the long journey to 
McCarthy when closer breeding sites 
are available? When conditions are 
good, birds breeding at high latitudes 
have access to an enormous quantity 
of flying insects – as anyone who has 
spent a summer in McCarthy can 
attest! This abundance of insects, 
combined with the longer days that 
let them continue foraging long after 
southern birds have retired for the 
night, mean that Alaskan breeding 
birds have access to more food 
than lower-latitude birds. However, 
McCarthy birds also have to contend 
with more extreme and more 
variable weather than their southern 
counterparts. Researchers from four 
universities are studying local tree 
swallows in the McCarthy, Alaska area 
to learn what helps birds who breed 
at the edge of their habitat range, 
in extreme conditions, cope with 
environmental challenges. Wrangell 
Mountains Center staff monitored 
over 50 nest boxes in McCarthy, 
Alaska from May – July in 2016 – 

2017. Researchers and volunteers 
banded parents who settled in these 
boxes with uniquely numbered tags, 
and used recording equipment to study 
how often each parent returned to 
the nest to care for their young under 
different conditions. Data showed 
that 2016 was a very productive 
year for McCarthy swallows: while 
50 – 80% of tree swallow nests 
typically contain young that survive 
to independence, over 90% of 
swallow nests in McCarthy in 2016 
had young who fledged successfully. 
To compare how swallows cope with 
stress across their broad geographic 
range, data are being collected on 
swallow populations from Alaska to 
Tennessee. “Understanding what 
makes some individuals better able 
to cope with stressors than others has 
important implications for predicting 
how different species will respond 
to changing environments” explains 
Dr. Maren Vitousek. Contact:  Maren 
Vitousek, Asst. Professor, Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology, Cornell University, 
(607)254-4529, vitousek.weebly.com.

AHTNA CORPORATION AND STATE 
OF ALASKA REACH SETTLEMENT 
ON KOTSINA RIVER ACCESS’
In July 2017, the Ahtna Corporation 
and the State of Alaska agreed to terms 
that provide both parties access to 
lands underlying and adjacent to the 
Kotsina River. This area has been in 
dispute because of its popularity as a 
site for operating fish wheels on the 
Copper River, a method of subsistence 
fishing that is available to all Alaska 
state residents.

While the Native corporation 
originally filed a lawsuit against the 
State in 2008 challenging State access 
to a gravel site and public camping and 
boat launch uses on the Kotsina River 
delta, the State asserted ownership 
of lands underlying the Kotsina River 
because it is navigable. Ahtna and the 
State now agree that the Kotsina River 
is navigable from its confluence with 
the Copper River, and extending eight 
river miles upstream. 

Continued access to the fish wheels 
is agreed to on State land. Ahtna will 
grant DOT easements to build and 
maintain dikes to protect the right-of-
way, material site and public access. 
The State Department of Natural 
Resources will grant Ahtna two 
easements to provide access to Ahtna 
property on the other side of the river 
and to build dikes to protect its access 
routes. As reported by Margaret Bauman, 
mbauman@thecordovatimes.com, August 
4, 2017.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
SEARCH COPPER RIVER 

WATERSHED PROJECT

RIDGELINES:  AROUND THE WATERSHED

Paul Scannell Photography
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THANK YOU MEMBERS & SPONSORS
ANCESTORS’ 
LEGACY, $1000+
Alaska Glacial Mud
Bill & Marion Alexander
Alyeska Pipeline Service  
 Company
American Seafoods   
 Company
Arthur J. Donald Family  
 Foundation
Stuart & Margery Elsberg
Dr. Elizabeth McLoughlin
James & Martha   
 Hutchison
Connie & Bill Jones
Curt & Betty Jones
Bill Leighty &  
 Nancy Waterman
Ninkasi Brewing Co.
Riki Ott
Russell & Joan Smith
Cece Stack & Britt   
 Pedicord
Lorna Stern
Trident Seafoods
Dr. Jim Staszewski
Violet & Joe Whaley
Charles Wilson
Wilson Construction
WATERSHED 
STEWARDS, $500+
Carroll Barclay
William Beattie & 
  Evonette Aponte-Beattie
Phil & Rich Blumstein-Ervin
Allison & Chris Bovard
Karen Hyer & Ken Carlson
Copper River Seafoods
Drifters Fish
David & Bootslyn Roemhildt
Doug Fulton
John & Liz Garner
Deirdre Henderson
Marie & Charles Hoffman
Dan Hull & Nancy Pease
Gary & Cynthia Jacobs
Jack & Lynn Loacker
Northern Fish Alaska
Ocean Beauty Seafoods
David Reiser
Jeff & Andrea Rice
Specialty Imports
Bert Stammerjohan &  
 Liz Senear
Rocky Stone, in loving 
  memory of Robert Sullivan 
Triton Foundation
Union Wine Company
Wells Fargo Bank

TRIBUTARIES, 
$250+
Ace Hardware
Luca Adelfio
Alaska Railroad Corporation
Rob Alexander &  
 Chip Brown
Rich & Shannon Alloway
Carol Bailey &  
 Dr. Steve Medwell
Keri & Vince Bailey
Amy Bernard & Kirk Larsen
Tim Brabets
Debbie & Dino Ciabattoni
Bob & Susan Clausen
Diane & Mark Colleran
Alexis Cooper
Cordova Telephone  

 Cooperative
Cordova Wireless  
 Communication
Currant Ridge Cabins
G. Warren & Donna Elliott
Sue Farzan
Tony Gasbarro
Janet & Donald Groschel
Mary & Steve Hall
Harborside Pizza
Jeff Guard &  
 Dorne Hawxhurst
Anne & John Herschleb
Ken Hodges
Peter & Tanya Johnson
Curtis H. Jones, Jr.
KLAM/KCDV
Mike Mahoney
Donna McBain Evans 
 & Sam Evans
Cliff Eames & 
 Ruth McHenry
Pamela Moe
Diane & Greg Morgan
Mary Jane & Alan Morse
NAPA/Anchor Auto   
 Marine, Inc.
Becky Nourse
Dr. Oliver & Eve Osborn
Perkins Auto Repair
Michele & Jeff Qualls
Riverside Inn & Childs 
 Glacier Tours
Arlene & Danny Rosenkrans
Dan & Monica Ryan in   
 honor of Kate & John   
 Williams Family
Shoreside Petroleum
Terry & Ann Talcott
Lisa & David Totemoff
Cliff Ward
Eric & Janice Warga

WRANGELL PEAKS 
CIRCLE $100+
Alaska Marine Lines
Alpine Diesel, LLC
Leo Americus
Kristy Andrew
Kate & Alex Arduser
A Rogue's Garden
Auklet Charter Services
Heidi Babic
Dr. Howard &  
 Jean Baumann
Gil & Elinor Beck
April & Robert Beedle
Tuffy & Kim Beedle
Bob & Joanie Behrends
Judy & Mark Berger
Laurie Berger &  
 John Jenkins
Mary Anne & Nancy Bishop
Brittany Blain-Roth
Peter & Robin Blake
David Blount
Toni & John Bocci
The Boeing Company
Dr. Chris & John Booren
Jenny Brandt
Hanley Brite &  
 Nancy Bancroft
Gabrielle Brown
Sharon Brumbley
Bonnie Lembo &  
 Robert Bundy
Mark Casey
Jim & Marilyn Chu
Becky Clausen & Dirk Lang
Rich & Debbie Collins
Xiomara & Steve Copeland
Copper Oar Rafting
Copper River Fleece

Copper Valley IGA
Cordova Outboard
Andy Craig & Seawan   
 Gehlbach
Linda Crider
Crowley Petroleum  
 Distribution
AnnaMarie Davis
Mark Heidbrink &  
 Becca Dodge
Andra & Nathan Doll
Peter & Nancy Fenner
Carole Fisher
Forest Fusion
Rick & Cindy Fox
Glennallen Rustic  
 Resort B&B
Glennallen True Value
Glenn Transport
Lynn & Craig Grams
Scott Grieve
Cheri & John Grocott
Denton & Tamara Hamby
Kent & Lynda Hamby
Vicki & Greg Hamm
Nelly & Michael Hand
Claudia Hartley
Stormy & Mary Haught
Laurie & Bruce Hauptli
Jeff Hawley &  
 Nancy Peterson
Bruce & Carol Hazeltine
Diane & Kent Herschleb
Dr. Phil Hess
Dr. Donald &  
 Louise Heyneman
Cindy Hjort
Kirk Hoessle &  
 Gabrielle Markel
Judge Marvin & Sophia Holz
Margaret Hunt
Robin & Skip Jensen
Barb & Bob Jewell
Cynthia Jones & Phil Oman
Julie Wolf
Patti Kallander
Ray & Linda Kelley
Caroline Ketron
Cathy & Fred Keuthen
Iyad & Carol Khalaf
Father Tom Killeen
Heath & Shelly Kocan
Doug Landgraf
Tim Landis
Laura's Liquor Shoppe
Bill Leighty &  
 Nancy Waterman
Bert Lewis & River Gates
Bill & Renee Lindow
Ian Lindsay
Becci & Hamilton Long
Bill & Kim McAuliffe
McCarthy River Tours &   
 Outfitters
Patty & Dennis McGuire
Dan McIntosh
Johnny & Johana McMahan
Virginia & Jack Miller
Debra Miller D.M.D.
Bill Mohrwinkel &  
 Carrie Klein
Kate & Andy Morse
Howard Mozen &  
 Elizabeth Schafer
MTI Adventurewear
Dr. James & Katie Nelson
Kelly Neuman
New North Consulting, LLC
Mitch & Gail Nowicki
Amy O’Neill Houck
Orca Adventure Lodge
Peterson Welding &   
 Machine
Reluctant Fisherman Inn
Laura & Neal Resnick
Jonathan Riehle &  

 Angela Bohmann
Larry Rinder
Rich Rogers
Bill & Mary Earl Rogers
Thomas Rohweder
Hugh Rose
David Rosenthal
David & Darcy Saiget
Beth & Rich Schluter
Suzette Scialfa
Clair & Steffan Scribner
Monica Shah &  
 Gregg Shomaker
Cathy & Dixon Sherman
Silver Fox Jewelry
Eileen & Andy Simons
Dawn & Jeff Smallwood
Kate & Reid Smith
Jennifer Sutton & Todd Smith
Wayne & Diann Smith
Roy & Dede Srb
Sandra & Rich Staples
Jim Staszewski
Brad & Denise Stern
Jim Stratton
Karen & Paul Swartzbart
Cherri Thomas
Tom Douglas Restaurants
Gonzalo Villalon
Shelly Wade
Seth Walker &  
 Emerald Bogue
David Hartley &  
 Helen Weagraff
Katrina Hoffman &  
 Mike Webber
Jim & Maria Wessel
Bob & Dotty Widmann
John & Kate Williams

RAVEN’S CLAN, 
$50+
Lily Goodman &  
 Michael Allwright
Kris Anderson
Lee Rolfe & Tony Angell
Michael Ausman
Tom & Barb Bailer
Alan & Diann Bailey
Baja Taco
Dave & Laura Beam
Karl Becker & Nancy Bird
Teresa & Andy Benson
Dan Bilderback &  
 Christine Sager
Katie & Ben Bobowski
John & Patty Bodner
Paul Boos & Janelle Eklund
Jim Bovard
Stan Bradshaw
Mimi & Tim Briggs
Brian Brockel
Peter Brondz Pottery
Donna & Larry Brown
Bruce & Karen Butters
Dr. Rob Campbell
Barbara Cellarius
Yoke-sim Choong
Bill & Diane Cobb
Susanna Colloredo-Mansfeld
Joe & Belen Cook
Erin Cooper & Sean Meade
Cordova Drug
Peyton Coyner
Current Rythms
Pere Davison
Julie de Boer & Robert Carr
Arne Erickson
Micah Ess & Michelle Dockins
Gregory Evershed
Michael Ferraro
Fireweed Grill
First National Bank Alaska
Mark and Cindy Frohnapfel
Haley Gill
Shawn Gilman
Robert Glennon
Toni Godes
Kurt Goetzinger
Kristen Gorman
Dick and Kay Groff
Blair Hensen

Phil & Audrey Huffman
Dave & Annette Janka
Meg Jensen & Mike McQueen
Julie Jessen
Tim Joyce
Jim Kassis
Kendra's Kreations
Adam Kenyon
Alyssa Kleissler &  
 Curtis Herschleb
Rodger & Gerri Koechling
R.J. & Barclay Kopchak
Ben & Kaitlin Kramer
Tom McGann & Sue Laird
Ray Landgraf
Cory & LeAnn Larson
Les & Joan Larson
Liz & Bill Larzelere
Mike Maxwell
Sue Kesti & Dan Logan
Chris & Heather Maxcy
Kevin & Suzanne McCarthy
Molly McCormick
Caitlin McKinstry
Kate McLaughlin
Kim Menster
Richard Mercer
Elizabeth Moohe
Eric Manzer &  
 Molly Mulvaney
NAPA Auto Parks/Glennallen
Michelle Hahn O'Leary  
 & Andrew Smallwood
Pam Ore
Rich & Laura Pribyl
Frank Ramsey
Monika Reghetti
Cathy & Micah Renfeldt
Rob's Woodcraft
Randy & Darlene Robertson
Al Rule & Jane Browning
Alex & Tamara Russin
Brian & Vera Rutzer
Diana & Raymond Schaney
Seaman's Hardware Store
Judy Shaw
Matt Sloat
Dustin Solberg & Ann Harding
Carla & Mark Somerville
John Stack &  
 Barbara Solomon
Jeff & Liz Stonehill
Thea Thomas
Barbara Vaile
Kirsten Valentine
Rick Van De Poll
Kenneth Van Gilder
Danielle Verna
Charlotte & Lance Westing
Whiskey Ridge Trading Co.
Yang Wren Art
Dave and Tanya Zastrow

KINGFISHERS, $25+
Ken Roemhildt
Ron Andersen
Thomasina Andersen
Mike Babic
Jeff Bailey & Helen Howarth
Mark and Janet Bloch
Katy Boehm
Shae Bowman & Joe Hamm
Ezekiel Brown
Angela & Brian Butler
Craig Campomizzi
Danny & Kristin Carpenter
Brian Charlton
John Cholish III
Erica & Dan Clark
Kara Clegg
Michael Clutter
Shelly Crowe
Judy & John Day
Robert & Kathryn DeLuccia
Adriane Honerlaw
Sarah Ecolano & Rick Ballas
John Egger
Forget Me Not Fabric
Signe & Jim Fritsch
Dr. Vickie Willis
Stephanie Golden
Chris & Leah Grey
Tom Haddock
David & Judy Heller

Todd Hess
Sarah Hoepfner
Teresa & Jim Holley
Kara Johnson
Kinsey Justa
Viktoria Kirillova
Robin Mayo
David McLaughlin
Julia McMahon
Corinne Mcvee
Carol Merritt
Belle Mickelson
Mike Anderson
Marleen Moffitt
Linden O'Toole
Joy Persall
Osa Schultz
Joe Plotino
Beth Poole
Shauna Potocky
Lynn & Carol Potter
Vikki Simpson
Frederic Reid
Julie & Brad Reynolds
Sarah Robinson & Chris Arp
April Horton
Heidi Sheldon
Dick & Sue Shellhorn
Dave Siegal
Melissa Sikes
Trey Simmons
Robert & Chrissy Skorkowsky
Jed Smith
Dana & Anita Smyke
Jessica Speed
Kathryn Stoltzfus
Tazlina River Trading Post
Tolsona Lake Resort
Doyle & Norma Traw
Mark Vail
David & Chris VanCleve
Mae Vansant
Linda & Henry Wall
Gay & David Wellman
Amanda & James Wiese
John Page Williams

SUBSISTENCE  
LIVING, $10+
Dave & Sarah Abbott
Carla Bloomquist
Jake Borst
Barb & Bill Bryson
Elizabeth Collins
Matt & Judith Lorenz
Nick Docken & Lisa Kennedy
Rachel Ertz
Melissa & Jason Gabrielson
Heidi Hatcher
Jim Jachetta
Kathleen & Chris Jones
Jared and Vivian Kennedy
Marita Kleissler
Kitty LaBounty
Tom Lanini
Mikie McHone
Henry & Marcia Milette
Larey & Lisa Miyatake
Andrew Morin
John Myers
Paul & Mary Newcome
Ruby & Cody Oatman
Jim & Charleen Pitta
Bob Ralphs
Pete Rand
Robert Scribner
Matt & Sherry Shaw
Tim Skiba
Theresa Tanner
Lori & Rob Van Sleet
Marissa Wilson
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through a collaboration with the 
Copper River/Prince William Sound 
Marketing Association, Guest Chef Jeff 
Qualls and his wife Michelle visited 
Cordova to learn about the Copper River 
fishery. Chefs are influencers by way of 
what they offer on their menus, and inviting them to 
get to know the fishermen and the community behind 
the salmon they serve is a way of explaining the Copper 
River’s sustainable fishing management and practices to 
chefs around the country.

Chef Jeff, his wife Michelle, and some kitchen volunteers 
prepared a grand meal of miso roasted salmon, wild 
mushroom & green onion bread pudding, and collard 
greens and roasted carrots with pork bellies for 120 
guests for the CRWP’s Wild Harvest Feast this past 
September. Jeff and Michelle own rye.craft food and drink 
in McKinney, Texas (ryemckinney.com).

"Copper River Salmon and the Copper River Watershed 
Project were an easy fit for us. They share a lot of our core 
values about sustainability, knowing where your food comes 
from, and making a positive impact on the local communities 
in which we both live and work."

P.O. BOX 1560, CORDOVA, ALASKA 99574  
tel 907.424.3334    email INFO@COPPERRIVER.ORG    
web COPPERRIVER.ORG

TO

FA
LL

 2
01

7

Field education programs 

Weed smackdown 

Holiday gift ideas

Permafrost across Alaska

***inside
***

WHY WE SUPPORT CRWP

JEFF & MICHELLE QUALLS
McKINNEY,  TEXAS
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