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Elodea: Alaskaôs first submerged aquatic invasive plant
ÅReproduces asexually by 

fragmentation

ÅSurvives in water 

columns up to 30ô deep

Kenai Daniels Lake

ÅContinues 

photosynthesis 

under Alaskan ice 

conditions when 

native plants have 

senesced

ÅCreates mono-

cultures, lowering 

biodiversity

Anchorage Sand Lake



Why should we care?

Mat-Su Alexander Lake

ÅLowers lakeshore 

property values
Å Launch sites

Å Shore habitats

Å Impedes recreation      and 

impairs safety 
Å Fouls boat propellers

Å Swimming

Å Affects floatplane launching

ÅPotentially degrades 

salmon spawning habitat
Å Slows stream velocities

Å Increases sedimentation rates

Å Increases dissolved oxygen

Å Prime invasive pike habitat

Fairbanks Chena Slough

Anchorage Sand Lake



In Alaska

Lake Hood

Totchaket Slough

2015


